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G R A N T O F A R M S T O M I D D L E T O N 

The news broke just before the royal wedding that Miss Catherine Middleton had been 
granted arms, but the news was quickly glossed to state that the arms had been granted 
to her father and represented the whole family, with the principal charge representing 
her mother, as being a gold chevron and Carole Middleton's maiden name being 
Goldsmith. 

The College of Arms are unable formally to confirm what is the full achievement of 
Michael Middleton, although a crest, but no motto, has been granted. The full 
achievement of the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge wil l be released by Clarence 
House when the details are finalized. The only detail which I believe is outstanding is 
the sinister supporter which wil l be used when the impaled achievement is used, so I 
take it that this is still under discussion. The news broke on the BBC's website with 

the following, 
w h i c h one 
imagines is 
closely based on 
the press release 
from Clarence 
House. 

"Kate Middle¬
ton's family has 
had a coat of 
arms designed, 
which wil l fea­
ture on a souve­
nir royal wed¬
d i n g p r o ¬
gramme. Her 
father Michael 
commissioned 
the heraldic 
design to mark 
his daughter's 
marriage to 
Prince William 
on 29 April. It 

Thomas Woodcock, Garter King of Arms, holding the emblazonment of 
Kate Middleton's arms, as released to the press 



features three acorn sprigs, one for each of the Middletons' children: an idea Miss 
Middleton suggested. Royal experts say the coat of arms - which cost £4,400 to make 
- marks the increased social status of her parents and her potential as a future queen. 

"Thomas Woodcock, Garter Principal King of Arms, from the College of Arms in the 
City of London, helped the Middletons with the design. He said the oak tree was a 
traditional symbol of England and a feature of west Berkshire, where the family have 
lived for 30 years. Mr Woodcock said the gold chevron in the centre of the coat of 
arms signified Miss Middleton's mother, Carole, whose maiden name was Goldsmith. 
White chevronels - narrow chevrons above and below the gold chevron - symbolise 
peaks and mountains, and the Middleton family's love of the Lake District and skiing. 

"Mr Woodcock said: "It's not compulsory, but as their daughter is marrying into the 
Royal Family she will have a need probably to use a coat of arms." He said Miss 
Middleton could have been granted her own heraldic design but her father wanted the 
whole family to be able to use it. 

"A version of the coat of arms, which can only be used by Kate or her sister Pippa as 
it denotes a Middleton spinster, wil l be printed on the back of the souvenir pro­
gramme. Prince William's wil l be on the front. Miss Middleton's heraldic design fea­
tures a tied ribbon to show she is an unmarried woman. Overall, it is designed like an 
elaborate lozenge rather than a shield, a shape reserved for men. 

"She wil l be able to use the coat of arms up until her wedding day, after which it wi l l 
be combined with that of Prince William. Mr Woodcock said: "With any new design 
of a coat of arms you have to make sure that the design is distinct not just in colour 
but in the linear appearance. And, as there is a 16th Century coat of arms with a chev­
ron between three sprigs of oak, we've made the differences - dividing the background 
colours." 

Antoinette Passmore has pointed out to me that the acorn 
was an old symbol of love and was used inside 'posy rings' 
which were kept by lovers. This is a wonderful traditional 
symbolism and we should cherish it; indeed I had not heard 
of it before. 

However, although the family are said to have chosen 
acorns because oaks grew in Bucklebury, I can let you in on 
a secret. Probably they first thought of acorns because their 
house has Oak in the name. It used to be owned by the 
Thelwall family, of fame since the Thelwall viaduct was 
built. Their son was and still is a great chum; he now tells 
his friends that Kate Middleton slept in his bedroom. I of 
course don't believe it for one minute. 

With the press release was issued a painting of her arms on 
an elaborate lozenge, shown on the previous page, but as 
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Thelwall arms 
Gules a fess Or between 
three boar's heads couped 
Argent from the memorial 
to Sir Eubule Thelwall 
(1557-1630) 



yet no painting of the actual arms as 
granted to Michael Middleton is avail­
able. 

However, Mary Rose Rogers, our intrepid 
reporter, has discovered that the crest of 
Michael Middleton is a Rock Argent 
thereon a Wolf sejant Azure gorged with 
a Collar of Roses Argent barbed and 
seeded Proper supporting in the dexter 
Forepaw a caduceus Or Serpent Gules. 

I have persuaded my friend John Gaylor, 
whom some of you have met, to produce 
an achievement showing the crest. Mary 
Rose says that the crest 'looks quite 
pretty.' I hope you agree. 

AJMF 

ROADWORKERS' COAT OF ARMS 

David Hawkings has very 
kindly sent in a new version 
of the arms of the New 
Road Control body. It 
would seem that they have 
supporters, who are doubt­
less not motorists. They 
certainly look wonderfully 
happy in their rôle. Or it 
may be that I have misinter­
preted the arms, which I 
took to be On a pile of brick 
a brazier on fire above 
which are suspended two 
fishes frying all proper. 
Whatever be the rights and 
lefts of the matter we can be 
sure that they wil l not be 
beloved by the persons who 
were the subject of the last 
motoring joke in this Jour­
nal - the caravanners. 
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T H E ARMS OF DAVID CAMERON 

This talk was given by Alex Maxwell Findlater to the Heraldry Society of Scotland; very mate­
rial assistance was given by Lyon Clerk and Allan Maclean of Dochgarroch, heir general of the 
General, who provided some images of Cameron of Erracht arms and helped at the meeting to 
explain the Erracht connection. 

The earliest examples of Cameron arms are two seals, the first from the 1296 Ragman 
Roll for 'Robert de Cambrun of the county of Fife', 
obviously named after his property, Cameron, to the 
south of St Andrews in Fife, and the second a seal at 
Inveraray dated to 1678. Both of these show the well 
-known coat of three bars, but in the 1678 seal this 
coat is in the third quarter of a West Highland quar­
terly shield. While there is indeed an identity of the 
arms of both the early Cambrun family and the 

Bishop of Glasgow 1426-47, John Cameron, with those used by the Highland clan, 
there is no genealogical evidence of a connection. It may also be, as suggested by Sir 
Iain Moncrieffe, that the arms derive from the paly coat of the earls of Fife, paly Or 
and Gules, turned through 90°. 
In 1792 Lt Gen Sir Alan Cameron of Erracht, KCB, the raiser of the Cameron High­
landers, matriculated arms with Lyon, receiving a coat of Gules two bars Or. As re­
counted in the biography of Sir Alan by Loraine Maclean of Dochgarroch, 

"Even their departure from Drumbreck's Hotel 
was not without incident, for, as they left, Mr 
Cummyng from the Lyon Office arrived with 
Alan's matriculation of anus. Alan, hurrying 
to get the London coach, took the grant and 
told Cummyng 'either to Call or send a Memo­
randum of the Official Fees and Charges to the 
Office of my Agent, Mr William Macdonald of 
St Martins in Princes Street for payment.' But 
either Cummyng or Macdonald failed in this 
and the fees were not paid, 'and the Omission 
seems to have afforded a Sufficient Pretext' to 
Alan's opponents to obtain by 'other False 
representations a Revocation of the Grant' and 
the subsequent grant of arms to Lochiel." (p 
96) 

Interestingly the arms of Lochiel are re­
corded in the Lyon Register in 1795 as of 
only two bars, as were Sir Alan's. The 
Letters Patent of Sir Alan are preserved in 
the Regimental Museum of the Cameron 
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Highlanders and the image is taken from that document. The Register 
has no record of this matriculation, doubtless as the fees were unpaid, 
and, as was normal at that period, there is no illustration of the Lochiel 
arms in the Register. In fact it seems likely that the Lochiel arms were 
confirmed in 1795 in exactly the form granted to Sir Alan to ensure that 
he could not pretend to these arms, although he continued to use them to 
the end of his life. In the patent of 1795 it says that the previous grant 

w a s b a s e d o n a 
"misrepresentation of the 
facts" and was not recorded 
nor were the fees paid, "the 
misrepresentation above 
mentioned having been pre­
viously discovered and the 
registration and receipt of 
fees of course immediately 
prohibited." It continues to 
"declare the said patent to 
have been, from the begin­
ning, ineffective, void and 
null as having never been 
recorded, but also, and sepa­
rately that the said patent 
having been obtained by misinformation and misrep­
resentation as above-
mentioned it shall not be 

entitled to any credit or au­
thority." 
There was no reissue of the 
arms of Lochiel, but in 1934, 
when Sir Donald Cameron of 
Lochiel was created a Knight 
of the Thistle, a docquet was 
added to the 1795 matricula­
tion (visible at the bottom of 
the image) noting that the 
arms should have three bars, 
and the achievement of 
Lochiel illustrated here dates 
from when his son Sir Donald matriculated after he was in 1973 created a KT. 
More recently Sir Ewen Cameron KCMG, Managing Director of the Hong Kong and 
Shanghai Bank, was granted arms in 1905, having been created KCMG in 1900. A l ­
though this family claim a descent from the Erracht branch, his arms are firmly in the 
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Lochiel camp, with four bezants in chief 
to show his banking connection. 
The pedigree of the family of Sir Ewen is 
shown on the next page. The pedigree 

only takes the family 
back as far as public 
records show. The 
family is reported as 
claiming a descent 
from Erracht and, as 
coming from Glen­
moriston. This is quite conceivable, for there were marriages in 
the 18th century between the Grants of Glenmoriston and Cam¬
erons of both Lochiel and Erracht. Ewen Cameron, the father of 
Catherine (d 1885) was a tacksman in Glenmoriston and Grant 
of Glenmoriston acted in the proving of his wil l in 1842, sug­
gesting a close connection. Furthermore it was quite common 
for cousins to marry at that period, so William and his wife 
Catherine may have been quite closely related. 
Sir Ewen's representative today is Ian Donald Cameron, of 
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From the London Gazette 



Peasemore, Berkshire, whose second son is David Cameron, the Prime Minister. The 
wife of Ian Donald is Mary Fleur daughter and coheiress of Sir William Mount, 2nd 
Bart, and it would be open to him to quarter her arms. 
Sir William's successor in the baronetcy was Ferdinand 
Mount, who does not use his title, and is better known 
as a political columnist. Doubtless his influence en­
couraged the young David Cameron to enter politics. 
Of course the Prime Minister could impale his arms 
with the Sheffield coat of his wife. 

It is traditional for Prime Ministers to put up their arms 
at Chequers, and it is to be hoped that David Cameron 
wil l matriculate with a brotherly difference, so that his 
arms there may have behind them all the authority of 
Lord Lyon, for the arms wil l become a talking point as 
being Scottish arms, borne by a younger son. 

A J M F 
(Note: Since this talk was given, another daughter has 
arrived, Florence Rose Endellion Cameron.) 
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NEW ROYAL FLAGS FOR CANADA 
The Canadian Heraldic Authority has announced that it has designed two new banners 
of arms for use in Canada. One is for the Prince of Wales and the other for the Duke 
of Cambridge, just in time for his recent visit there with his wife. Below are the im­
ages of the new flags, preceded by the flag for the Queen herself, on which the new 
ones are, unsurprisingly based. 

The Canadian Heraldic Authority has been very successful over the last twenty odd 
years in promoting armory to not only ordinary citizens, but also to the various insti­
tutions, both national and provincial, as well as to the armed forces. They posted the 
following information on their website: [quote] 

New Personal Flags for The Prince of Wales and The Duke of Cambridge 

OTTAWA — On the eve of the arrival in Canada of Their Royal Highnesses The 
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, His Excellency the Right Honourable David Johns­
ton, Governor General of Canada, is pleased with the unveiling of two new Royal 
flags created by the Canadian Heraldic Authority and approved by Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth I I . 

"These new flags created for The Prince of Wales and The Duke of Cambridge are 
magnificent expressions of our constitutional monarchy and heritage," said His Excel­
lency. "As we prepare to welcome Their Royal Highnesses to experience this mar­
velous country, I am sure that many Canadians wil l take great interest in these new 

T H E PERSONAL FLAG OF T H E Q U E E N FOR USE I N C A N A D A 

LE DRAPEAU PERSONNEL DE LA REINE UTILISÉ A U C A N A D A 
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T H E PERSONAL FLAG OF T H E PRINCE OF WALES FOR USE I N C A N A D A 

LE DRAPEAU PERSONNEL D U PRINCE DE GALLES UTILISE A U C A N A D A 

T H E PERSONAL FLAG OF T H E DUKE OF C A M B R I D G E FOR USE I N C A N A D A 

LE DRAPEAU PERSONNEL D U D U C DE C A M B R I D G E UTILISÉ A U C A N A D A 

emblems. As head of the Canadian Heraldic Authority, I am delighted with the work 
of our Canadian heralds in preparing these designs." 
The two flags are based on Her Majesty The Queen's personal flag for use in Canada, 
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